Dreamweaver and Fireworks MX Integration
Brian Hogan

This tutorial will take you through the necessary steps to create a template-based web
site using Macromedia Dreamweaver and Macromedia Fireworks. The new MX
versions of these products offer almost total integration.

Throughout this tutorial, I'll be offering some design tips and tricks as well, to help
leverage the value of these programs.

Before we begin, make sure you have a good understanding of web site design and
coding, and that you have installed the trial or full versions of both Dreamweaver MX and
Fireworks MX.

Setting up the programs

Before we begin, you'll need to do some preliminary setup in both Dreamweaver MX and
Fireworks MX.

Dreamweaver MX Setup

Go to the Edit menu and choose Preferences. Select the File Types / Editors
category and then look for the PNG extension. Make sure that it’s set to open with
Fireworks. You should see the word (PRIMARY) next to the Fireworks entry. Click OK to
apply your changes.
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Go to the Edit menu and choose Preferences. Select the Launch and Edit tab and
make sure you set both options to the values shown below. When the values are set,
click OK to save the changes.

Preferences x|

General | Editing Launch and Edit | Fn:nlu:lersl Impart I

— Fireworks Source Files:

Wwhen Editing from External Application:

Alwansg | e PG

When Optimizing from Esternal Application:
Alwayz ze Source PMG j

k. I Cancel | Help |

Fireworks MX Launch and Edit settings

After you’ve made these changes, you're ready to begin designing your page. Fireworks
MX can import a Photoshop 6.0 document, or you can begin designing it all by yourself.
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Designing your first Fireworks MX web page template

In this example, we will build a simple web page template for an online business. We'll
use the Fireworks MX drawing tools to create the page, and then get it ready to work
with in Dreamweaver.

— Canvas Sizer 1.2M
Widthe [B50[Pixels x| w50
Height: |48ﬂ IPiHB|S j H: 480
Resolution: |?2 IF'i:-ceIs.u’Inch j
r— Canvas Color:
& white
" Transparent
" Custom !'J
ak. I Cancel |

You'll be presented with the Fireworks interface.

Oowne | Proie | 20 | 0ap |

In Fireworks, click on the File menu and
select New. You'll be presented with the
following dialogue box.

This is where you control the height and
width of your page. The width is more
important than the height because we’ll
be making a page template that will
expand. When you have your width and
height selected, click OK to allow
Fireworks to set up your new canvas.
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Using the square tools and the text tool, we .
want to design a web page that looks Gel‘lerlc.Cﬂm
something like the design at the right.
These instructions are simply a guide,
because | assume you are already familiar
with a design program like Fireworks,
lllustrator, or Photoshop.

First, select the Square tool o from the
Vectors section of the tool palette. Next,
select the Stroke color to nothing '« and the
Fill color to Blue .

Draw the top rectangle area in the canvas.

Next, change the Fill color to Grey and
draw the sidebar rectangle, again using the figure as your model.

Select the Text Al tool in the Vectors section of the tool palette and create the menu
on the side. Finally, use the same tool to create the banner text.

You should have a simple page created at this point. Let’'s now set everything up to do
simple button rollovers.

Click on the Frames and History tab. This will expand the list of Frames. We will need
to make a new frame so that Fireworks can use it to make a rollover. The concept of a
Fireworks Simple Rollover is quite simple. The graphic on Frame 1 is displayed until the
user places the mouse over the section of the page. At that point, the graphic on frame 2
is substituted. This will become more apparent when we go through the process.

For now, simply duplicate Frame 1 by dragging the name of the frame over the New /
Duplicate Frame button.ﬁ[. This will create a copy of the frame that we can alter.

alnlad

|

Now, select the menu item text area you

..E, ;g e S CE D i created. Select all of the text in that area
Bl e 00 [l . .

s ; and change its color to a different color.
,, I'll use yellow for my example.

o

AL We are now set up to begin converting
o these frames to an actual web page

o template, complete with rollovers.
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Creating the Web Template — Slice and Dice

Macromedia Fireworks MX makes use of a concept often used by web designers called
“Slice and Dice” where you take a template graphic and cut it up so that it loads faster or
can be displayed along with HTML.

The tool palette contains a Slice Il tool located in the Web section. Select this tool and
begin slicing your page, using the example below as a guide.

Ge neric.com You'll notice that some slices are light-

green. These are HTML slices rather
than Image slices. If you look at the
properties inspector after you create
each slice, you can see the options that
determine the type of slice you create. If
you choose an Image slice, you'll be
presented with options for a hyperlink,
an ALT tag, a name for your image, and
the type of image optimization to use.

Horme

Aol
Products
Services

Contact

Below are the options for the first slice.

* Properties

 Si Tupe: - Lirik.: -
e Ilmage _I !‘] n I _I @ 4
Ihanner ME1 | GIF wWebSnap 128 ;I Alt: IGeneric.Com Eanner graphic |
GIF web 216 n
w;|433 H |'I' GIF WebSnap 266 Target: | - I ‘

‘5IF WebSnap 122

GIF Adaptive 266

H:|92 ' IIJ
JPEG - Better Guality
JPEG - Smaller File
Animated GIF Webznap 128 Tuh

It's a good idea to name each of your slices. It's also good to enter in the ALT tag
information too. When you’ve finished with the process of naming and optimizing your
slices, it's time to apply the rollovers.

Right-click on the slice that contains the HOME menu item. Select Add Simple
Rollover. The selection has now been converted to a rollover. Repeat this process for
the other menu items.

When you are all done, you should save your Fireworks project by clicking File and
choosing Save. Remember where you saved this! You will need it later!
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Setting up a Site in Dreamweaver

Before you can export your Fireworks page to Dreamweaver, you need to set up a site in
Dreamweaver.

Click the Site menu and choose New Site. The following dialogue will appear. Give
your site a name and then specify the location of the local folder where all of your files
should be stored. You can also specify a default images folder, where all of your
graphics files will be stored.
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When you’ve entered your settings, click OK. It's important to allow the Design Notes to
be turned on, otherwise the integration will not work.

site [ Asset= [T , - S

[ site [ Azset= You will now see your site structure defined in the
File- Edit+ Yiew- Siter Sites palette within Dreamweaver.

daC |0 @ vid | 0

Now that your site is defined, it’s time to export the
|Template Site C x| fLocalview — Z| Fireworks files to Dreamweaver HTML.

F-IE3 images
m Desktop
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Exporting Your First Fireworks HTML file

In the upper right corner of your canvas in Fireworks, you will see the Fireworks Logo
with an arrow %~ When you click this, it will bring up the options to export the files for
use in other programs. Select the Dreamweaver menu and choose Export HTML.

1ol x]
[@ Settings: | GIF WebSnap 128 |
Export HTkL...

=}

Flazh

F
. t acromedia F LUpdate HTHL...
@ FreeHand ¥ Copp HTML to Clipboard...
Drirect k
'@ i Launch Drearmweayer
@ Preview in Browser L
Other 4
Copy HTML Code... el I hiane _j_' - __—H
Update HTML. .. e @]

Select a folder to save these files. It is not required that you save this to your
Dreamweaver Site root folder. | suggest saving it to a temporary folder on your desktop.

Save in: I@temp j = =¥ Ed-
[:Iimages

File ame: | Tl

Save I
Save as lype: |HTML and Images j Cancel |

HTML: |Export HTML File =l Dptions... |

Slices: IEHport Slices j

[T Selected Slices Only ™ Current Frame Only
v Include Areas without Slices
¥ Put Images in Subfolder

Browse. .. | images/

Select the options shown above and select the Save button.
Close your Fireworks document and answer Yes if it asks you to save any changes.

It's now time to start working in Dreamweaver!
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Creating the Web Template — Importing Fireworks

This step involves creating a template from a document in Dreamweaver that is
connected to a Fireworks PNG project file. Dreamweaver will be able to manage all of
the graphics within your site when you integrate the programs.
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] e e
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jﬂ Create a new HTML

document in Dreamweaver
and make sure that the site

&) B3 [ 8 | rvs fursied oo HA|C ot you created is visible.
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s 0|4 ¥ k%0 Sgve the document as a
":""j:f“:‘::; —UL template by clicking File
Co w7 and selecting Save as
}; s Template.
H Y Deskiog
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in your site list, and your
template should be within
]u_-,....p.l
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= FrOpaiiies
tomulrions =] v =] e EEZ1Cl  BIZIE|
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—— On the Common tool

palette, select the Fireworks button .

Insert Fireworks HTML

k.

Fireworks HTHML File: |Fi|e:,l',l',l'C|,l'Du:u:ument5 and Settings/hogar | Browse.., I

; Cancel
Options: W pelete file after insertion

Help

Pl

Use the Browse button to navigate to your exported Fireworks document. The option
Delete File after insertion is up to you. | do it because | don’t want any extra copies of
my template around. When you’re ready, click OK.

Macromedia Dreamweaver Mx

A\

Some referenced files are outside of the roaok Folder of site ‘Template Site Design’
and may nok be accessible when you publish the site,

Copy these files into Sike?

o]

Cancel

Dreamweaver is smart enough to realize that these image files and JavaScript
resources are located elsewhere on your hard drive and so will offer you the chance to
copy these files into your site root folder. You should definitely choose OK when you see
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this prompt. When you click OK you will be prompted for a location to store your images
in. For simplicity’s sake, | chose my default images folder.

< After confirming the images folder, the
- page should be imported into
Generic.com Dreamweaver!

However, you'll notice a few strange
things that need to be addressed.
First, there’s one section of the page
that isn’t quite right. We'll fix that by
selecting that table cell with our mouse
and changing it’s background color to
match the cell above it. We do this by
clicking the bg button =] and use the
color-picker tool or the eyedropper that
will appear when the color-picker is
selected.

[ ]

+ Properties

Format | Paragraph vI 2 IDeFauIt Font vI Size
Joo

o) cel Horz | Default + | ¥ MNowrap [~ Ea
'-J'- Cll3E| vea[rer =] H Header [~ Bag [

Once you’'ve made the color adjustment, your Generic.com
page should now look complete. The best part
is that the section you colored will be the
section of the page that stretches as you add
more content.

Now we need to define our editable regions so
any pages made with this template can actually
hold content!
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Creating the Web Template - Defining Editable Regions

Comman I Layaut I Tent I Tables ]' Farms I Te-rnplates[

HEEEEIEE

The Template palette in the Insert toolbar contains the tools you need to define the
editable regions of your template. Since this is a short tutorial, | will only use the
Editable Region & button.

You need to select the section of your web page before pressing the Editable Region
4 putton. For our example, we want to place some text in the main frame of our page.
Place some text in the main HTML slice as shown and then select it

”:‘; Mb::cb{a href="#" onMouseQut="MM swapIlmgRestore()™ o CIICk the Editable Region @
o | button in the Insert palette. This
will allow you to turn this selection
e into an editable region. It also
Gene ric-com gives you or your coders a visual

cue as to what type of content will
go there.

You will be presented with a dialog
asking for the name of the new

New Editable Region region. Give it a descriptive name
and click OK. Take a look at your
[0]4 i
Name: [MainContent document and see how it has
changed.

This reqion will be editable in documents Cancel
based on this template.

Pl

Help

Now that you’ve got your region
defined, you can save the
template. First, though, let’s get
this ready for prime time.
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Creating the Web Template — Making It Look Good.

Go to the Modify menu in Dreamweaver and click on the Page Properties button. You
will see the following dialog there.

Page Properties

Edl
Title: IGeneric Dot Com
Background [mage: I Browsze... | —lhl:ll:'hJ
Background: Q W Cancel |

Teut: ﬂ IM Wizited Link s Q Im
Links: ﬂ IM Active Links: g IM
Left Margin: ID— td argin Wwidth: ID—

Top Margin: IU b argin Height: IEI
Document Encoding: IWestern [Latin) j Reload |
Tracing Image: I Browsze. .. |

Image Transparency: 4 qoox

Tranzparent Opaque

Diocument Folder: C:ADocuments and Settingz'hoganbptDeskiophTer

:

Site Folder: C:\Documentz and Settings‘hoganbpDesktophT er Help

This is where the main properties for the page are set. You can use whatever color
settings you want, but | strongly suggest that you use the same values as above for the
Left Margin, Top Margin, Margin Width, and Margin Height. Though these values are
only supported in IE 4.0 and Netscape 4.0 and greater, it really makes a difference in the
way your page looks and works, especially if you add a pop-up menu or are using other
absolute-positioning features.

When you’re done, click OK to save changes and return to the template.
Finally, let's add a separate navigation menu and a copyright notice to the bottom region
of our site so that they will be available on all pages. This works great for creating page

footers.

~Uh oh! Something’s wrong. You may notice that the bottom left
vz (4 corner of the page is now expanding. We'll fix this later.

Save your file to make sure none of your changes are lost.
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Dreamweaver and Fireworks Integration

Now, after all of that work, it’s time to start using these programs together. Right above
the Dreamweaver properties palette, you'll see a horizontal hierarchy of the HTML tags
that compose your page.

| Mlain Site.dwt ®

<body: <tabler <trr <td: <mmtemplate:editable: <p:

:. = Properties

/ Fireworks Table | Fows |12 W33 fpivelz = | CellBad |0 5|ign||:.efa._.|t -]
i Cols 4 H| pirels | Celigpace [0 Barder [0

Eﬁﬂ B Colior Q Birdr Color Q

EEE &) Sre|generic.png %10 @ Edit I
These are jump points. By clicking on any of these, Dreamweaver will automatically

highlight that entire block of code, from the starting tag to the closing tag. This works
great for the step we’re about to do... editing our entire template from within Fireworks.

Select the first <table> tag in the list above the Properties palette. Your view should
change to something similar to what is shown above. We are interested in the Src
section of the above picture.

&) Src|generic.prg S0 Notice the Edit button? That shows us
that we can edit this table in Fireworks!. Click on the Edit button.

Whoops! It’s telling us it can’t find the PNG file! You’ll have to locate it yourself. Click
Browse and then point it to the location of your original PNG file that you saved from

Fireworks. When you locate it and select it, Dreamweaver will actually pull it into your
site root folder. Any edits on the PNG file will be saved there.

frrmp =4 Here you can make any changes you want to your
e | g Ak e Beeanmr document and images and have them automatically
- imported into your Dreamweaver template. What's
Generic.com more, the changes should then filter down to any

pages created from your Dreamweaver template!.

We need to fix one small problem with our template:
we had that lower-left slice expanding too much.

Convert the lower-left slice from an image slice to an
HTML slice by selecting the slice and changing the
type from Image to HTML in the Properties palette.

W 4 Mo e fnw . Notice the DONE button above your canvas? This is
how you transfer the changes. It will also save the
PNG file in one simple step. Click Done and watch the changes occur. The lower-left
corner image has been removed. You can now fill that table cell in with the background
color to match the rest of the sidebar.
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The template before changing the color (on the left) and after (on the right).

Generic.com Generic.com

[MunZonam
Tlus = »iwere s coutaut coes. |

Tl = »ivere o contzut poes.

5 Hewme AR | Pradi st [ Se e G C Home T AR ] Tradi e | Sear sz imre

Caozargm @ ii: Sone=o Ca n Cazung EZ0E Jxnemo Lol 2n

Now your template looks as expected. You can now save the template and begin to
create pages from it.
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Using the Template to Make Pages

Click File and choose New. The New Document window appears. Select the Template
tab and you should now see your template as an option as shown in the screen below.

New from Template |
General Templates |
e Design'; Freview:

Templates For: Site "Template Sik

Site "Template Site Design” main site

Description;
<Mo Descrption:

¥ Lipdate Page when Template Changes

Help | Preferences... | Get More Content... Create I Cancel |

Make sure that the Update Page when Template Changes box is selected and press
the Create button.

- Your new page will appear. You'll be able to
Generic.com make changes only to the editable regions you
defined. Everything else will be locked.

G SR As you add content to the MainContent region,
:;’;rf ;hwle J‘i:“]“““ you may notice that the sidebar you created
T o doesn’t quite look right. This is a Dreamweaver
I iosst issue and can be ignored. If you want to preview
i your work in the web browser to make sure that
everything is working right, press the F12 key. It
will generate a temporary file so that you can see

your work.

Generic.com

arv e eeric Tar e bare

You'll see from the browser that everything is
working the way it should.

moaratobs and sk ies L orber e e
boswrse suraeeek spe oo ovre Loimrahoe

L TR gy P T  ERCTACI
Save your file by going to File and selecting
Save. The file should then be saved to your
site. You can make additional files by repeating
the same steps.

I v Dz wler eedsddenal sasleas, <ol
R ] Rl o T il W

1 afca | Shatr | e et | -amses Deelsel

Samyg il A e bl S
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Using the Template to Affect All Pages — Adding a Pop-up menu

Now that you have a page linked to a template, you can alter your template and have
those changes trickle down to any linked pages.

In this example we will alter our existing template to create a DHTML Popup menu using
Fireworks.

Open your template file in Dreamweaver and select the main table from the tag list
above the Properties palette.

LI DI W

<body: <tablez <trr <td> <«mmtemplate:editabler <p:

+ Properties

% Firewaorks Table | Bows |12 W [423 pitels ;| CellFad |0 Align ||:|E.|:a|_||[ ;|
£ Cols [4 H pirels = | Celigpace [0 Border|
HEE Bqg Colar Q Birdr Colar Q
EHM &) Sre|fimagestgeneric.png {]}EJ

Click the Edit button next to the Src field on the Properties palette.
() Sro |Himagegﬂgeneric.png {a. [h

This will open the original Fireworks document and allow us to make our menu.

-ia= - Right-click on the slice that contains the
Products menu item and choose Add Popup
Menu. The wizard will then appear.

Generic.com T —

S P R T

e | e b g o e

2= 03

=
Curirs Splcnddar
Cixiw zul Spdl:idrr

Ao Ceaedh ATedr

Froducis

Serrces

Canmiact

o W AL O daizir oM A

The first screen is where your menu items go. The first column holds the text
descriptions and the second column is for the URLs you wish to associate with the
descriptions. The third column lets you specify a target browser or frame.

After you have constructed your menu items and URLS, click the Next button.
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Dreamweaver and Fireworks Integration

Now we can customize the appearance of the
menu, by changing the colors, fonts, images,
and font style. Configure your styles and click
Next to work with some more advanced
settings.

The Advanced tab allows you to specify the
width and height of the menu items, the
padding and spacing of the cells that make
up each item, and other options such as tab
spacing and the delay.

You also can turn off the menu borders here,
or control the color of the shadow.

When you’ve customized your menu settings,
press Next to position your menu on the

page.

The Position tab lets you specify which
direction the menu item flies out, and even
how submenus fold out. You can also specify
the exact X and Y positions of the menu.

Keep in mind that using DHTML menus
requires that your users have a browser that
supports them. This means a JavaScript
enabled browser version 4.0 and higher. It's
good practice to create pages containing text
versions of your menus that are then linked
from the slice you’ve attached your DHTML
menu to. That way, non-JavaScript browsers
can still navigate your site.

Click Done to build the menu.
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S = You should now see your menu attached to the
T slice. You can now click the Done button
Dione | e‘:@ Editing from Dreamweaver and the ChangeS W|”
be saved to the source document and placed into

your template.

Generic.com

- Now, go to the File menu and save your template.
i You will be prompted to update any other files that
SR are linked to your template. Click Update to apply
w the changes. You will then be presented with a

summary of the changes.

FIIETETEEE—— . =lnl

- T
Up3aiz [ Loparpliene 11ea
Update Template Files F Lokl Il
]
Update templates used in these files? Update I F She g Dacs

Aindes. htrnl g
Don't Update | -
el rlow st el mho dles Dz -]

apdddedrdce

ore

A= aavirsc:

Ac:nn e ||

Wzswd adlud o gildiz 11
tda 1 LILLT

L1l |

Ge“erlc.com When you preview any of your pages in

the browser, you will see your pages
with all of the functionality we have
added using Fireworks.

Thank: wou for visiting Generic. Cotn. We have
many products and services to offer you Feel free

to browse our website for more information about  |f YOU followed the tutorial exactly, your
who we are and what we do. main home page should look similar to
ERRIATRATY dleeleliE the example at the left.

Educational Applications — ckEtisEy
Productivity Tools

Home | About | Products | Services | Contact

Copyright @ 2002 Generic.Caormn
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Conclusion

You can use this method to maintain the entire website by only changing the one
template. It allows you to easily manipulate or modify images, including compression
types. You also have the ability to quickly make changes to links and navigation through
your template.

I've only covered the very basics. You still have to make links to all of your pages in
your site, and you still have lots of options to explore that we haven’t even touched on.

It just keeps getting better and better, doesn't it?
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